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Rhythm and Blues
One of the characteristics of R&B music is that it is made up of a combination of hip hop, funk, electronic music, blues, and rhythm. Secondly, the genre has a unique style of production, distinct drum rhythms, and a smooth vocal arrangement. 
R & B music began in the late 1940s to mid-1950s, and the genre was derived from the blues music scene (Woodward, 2018). The Billboard magazine developed the name R&B through the producer, Jerry Wexler, to market the music genre. The primary reason why the R & B genre was introduced was to replace e race music, which was popular and had African-American roots. 
Some of the original R&B artists were Jackie Wilson, Ruth Brown, Fats Domino, Etta James, and Little Richard. The genre was also widely performed by vocal groups like The Coasters and the Drifters (Woodward, 2018). Examples of the most proficient and current R&B artists are Frank Ocean, Sandy, Jessy Lanza, Janelle Monae, The Weeknd, and Bank, among others. 
R&B has changed in various ways over the years. In the past, artists sang about love as the primary theme. However, the style has changed, and many artists are singing about other vital aspects of life. R&B is used all over America to address issues affecting people in their daily lives. Artists use different ways to convey their message. For instance, the songs may be played in concerts, on television, radio, and other avenues. The music genres that have influenced R&B are hip hop, soul, afrobeat, pop, and funk. The newer genre that R&B has influenced is jazz. 
R&B affects politics since artists use the genre to address issues like racism, police brutality, and prejudice. The music also addresses social issues like violence and human rights. Finally, some artists focus on the environment and poverty and how to improve the livelihood of American citizens. 
African-American Gospel Choir
[bookmark: _Hlk27525838]Some of the characteristics of this genre are that it is rhythmic, spiritual, and euphoric. The music can also be solo or responsive (Parker, 2017). The genre originated in the 1930s, and the themes were obtained from the bible. 
Some of the original composers and artists were the Holloway Highschool Quartet of Murfreesboro in 1941. Thomas Dorsey was also one of the original artists of the genre. Some of the current African-American Gospel Choir singers are Andrae Crouch and Marion Williams. 
African-American Gospel Choir has transformed over the decades. For instance, the genre contains no secular music styles. Today, the music can be performed solo, unlike in the past, where only choirs could be allowed to perform (Parker, 2017). Today’s gospel songs are also harmonically complex when compared to the past. 
[bookmark: _Hlk27526129]The African-American Gospel Choir is mostly practiced in churches, especially to Black audiences. The genres that have influenced the music are jazz and blues. The African-American Gospel Choir has influenced newer genres like R&B. 
The African-American Gospel Choir addresses several political issues. For instance, the genre influences local movements like the Civil Rights Movement (Parker, 2017). The music also addresses economic appraisals and circumstances that black people go through in their lives like discrimination.  
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